Teacher Training Discussion Guide
REFLECTIONS ON WORLD LANGUAGE EDUCATION
Part 1 - The problem with traditional text-based world language instruction in America (19:05 video)
1. What impact on others has your ability to speak a second language made?

2. How has it changed your own life?

3. What are the greatest deficiencies in language learning seen among students at the college level?

4. What does the speaker believe is the cause of these deficiencies?  Do you agree?

5. Why is text-based instruction damaging if it occurs too early in a student's language education?

6. What is it about printed text that is particularly damaging to the beginning student?  That is to say, what are beginning students likely to be doing while analyzing the written word?
7. Describe the five-step thought process that the speaker says is caused in the learner by a premature exposure to the written word in the target language.

8. How can one recognize a student who is thinking in this fashion?

9. By contrast, how does a native speaker think when speaking his language and how can one recognize someone who is exhibiting the thought of a native speaker?

10. According to the speaker, what kind of teacher will be most easily satisfied with pedagogy that engenders the undesirable five-step thought process?
11. What type will be least satisfied with such a result and why?

12. How is meaning best conveyed to the beginning language student if not done in writing?
Part 2 - A solution: The Natural Language Acquisition Sequence (23:51 video)
1. Why did the speaker choose to start entirely over in 1980 with the manner in which he was teaching languages?

2. Why does the student teaching experience tend to encourage imitation over innovation? (Not discussed in this video.)

3. Try to recall and explain as many of the nine principles on which the speaker choose to reestablish his language teaching.

4. What is the Natural Language Acquisition Sequence?

5. How does the speaker suggest that a word and its meaning should first be conveyed?

6. As difficult as that may be with some vocabulary, what are some of the methods one might use to convey to students the meaning of the word corresponding to "whale", for example?

7. What are potential benefits of teaching the students representative gestures corresponding to new vocabulary?  (Not discussed in this video.)

8. What is the speaker's purpose in selecting a still image from his videos to represent the new vocabulary?

9. How does the use of the still image correspond to a process which our mind employs in facilitating speech?  (Not discussed in this video.)
10. When creating an entire sentence represented by a series of still images, why is it not necessarily undesirable if those images do not appear in exactly the same order as that in which their words would be said in the target language?  (In other words, why is it not necessarily a problem if the images were to appear in the following order when teaching English:  subject…object pronoun…verb?  What type of ESL student might actually be benefitted by such an order?)

11. Why does the speaker employ accelerating PowerPoint video?  What is the role of acceleration in fostering fluent speech?
12. What are benefits of "first person learning", that is, the personalization of curriculum – employing new vocabulary and grammar to relate information about one's own life? (Not discussed in the video.)

13. What does the speaker mention as the watershed moment when it is safe to initiate phonics study and elementary reading?
14. What does the speaker mean when he says that a teacher turns the natural language learning process "on its head"?

15. In learning to read, what advantages does the student have whose exposure to the written word was delayed until he or she had attained "relative oral fluency"?

16. By respecting the "Natural Language Acquisition Sequence", how is the teaching of writing greatly facilitated?
Part 3 - Verifying the attainment of "relative oral fluency" (24:44 video)
1. Why does the speaker refer to attaining "relative oral fluency" as a "watershed moment"?
2. What did the speaker's students mean when they later told him that they had performed the task of teaching English to students overseas who had previously received a "useless" English education?
3. What types of activities does the speaker call "useless" or "destructive" when beginning-level language students are asked to perform them?
4. What activities have you seen or performed in a world language classroom which were totally useless when it came to developing your own level of fluency?

5. How does the speaker define the most challenging level of oral expression in a second language?  What are the two key descriptive terms he uses?

6. Give examples of when you have had to engage in this type of discourse.

7. What are the two elements the speaker considers when evaluating his students' degree of fluency?
8. What is the Speech Transcription and Evaluation Tool?
9. What considerations did the speaker have to keep in mind in creating a tool that would measure both a student's degree of coherent fluency?

10. Whereas students' speech could be recorded and then notation could be performed at a later point, what advantages can you see in being able to perform the notation in real time?  What challenges would exist?

11. How did the speaker fix a specific rate of speech that would correspond to "relative oral fluency"?

12. Why does the speaker use the term "relative" in speaking of the degree of his students' fluency?
Part 4A - The Four Pillars of Effective World Language Education (36:40 video)
1. How do we recognize that at least one of the four pillars presented here is missing from our language program?
2. What are the four pillars of an effective world language program?

3. If the first pillar, which is the respect of the Natural Language Acquisition Sequence, is faulty, what will be the discouraging impact on students?

4. If it is respected, what will be the impact on students and how will they feel about their education?
5. Will delaying exposure to the written language and to the development of writing skills result in a long-term deficiency in the writing skills of the students trained in this manner?  Why or why not?

6. What are ways in which teachers might establish cross-cultural relationships between their students and native speakers of the target language?  Why is it so important that the teacher do this?

7. What forms of communication can occur in such a relationship, particularly when they have yet to learn to read and write?
8. What is the value of storytelling in the context of language learning?

9. How can videos be employed to develop students' oral skills?

Part 4B - The Four Pillars of Effective World Language Education (21:14 video)
1. The speaker claims that oral participation is the single most important tool a language teacher has to foster fluency in his or her students?  Why might that be the case?

2. What atmosphere does the speaker want to establish in his classroom?
3. What benefits to both the teacher and the student come as a result of intensive oral participation?

4. What does the saying mean that says "you can't steer a car until it's moving" and how does that apply to a world language student?

5. What are the two ways to which the speaker refers as means of motivating students to participate in class discussion?
6. In what ways does the speaker hold students accountable for oral participation?

7. How does the speaker keep track of his students' oral participation and what other information does he note in each class?

8. How can the speaker both teach and animate class discussion while simultaneously noting the students' oral participation?

9. What kinds of information does the speaker enter into the Oral Participation Evaluation Spreadsheet?
10. Why does the speaker keep such detailed records of oral participation?
